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§ 62.35 Mooring buoys.
Mooring Buoys are white with a blue

horizontal band. This distinctive color
scheme is recommended to facilitate
identification and to avoid confusion
with aids to navigation.

§ 62.37 Lighthouses.
Lighthouses are prominent beacons

of varying size, color, and appearance
employed to mark headlands, landfalls,
harbor entrances, channel edges, haz-
ards, and other features. While nor-
mally identified by their distinctive
appearance, some lighthouses display
diamond shaped, checkered daymarks
to facilitate recognition.

§ 62.39 Large navigational buoys.
Large Navigational Buoys (LNB’s)

may be considered floating lighthouses.
They generally provide light, sound,
and radiobeacon signals, and some are
equipped with radar beacons (racons).
LNB’s are red in color, have a forty
foot diameter hull, and a tower ap-
proximately forty feet in height.

§ 62.41 Ranges.
Ranges are aids to navigation sys-

tems employing dual beacons which,
when the structures appear to be in
line, assist the mariner in maintaining
a safe course. The appropriate nautical
chart must be consulted when using
ranges to determine whether the range
marks the centerline of the navigable
channel and also to ascertain what sec-
tion of the range may be safety tra-
versed. Ranges are generally, but not
always, lighted, and display rectangu-
lar daymarks of various colors.

[CGD 86–031, 52 FR 42640, Nov. 6, 1987; CGD 86–
031, 52 FR 46351, Dec. 5, 1987]

§ 62.43 Numbers and letters.
(a) All solid red and solid green aids

are numbered, with red aids bearing
even numbers and green aids bearing
odd numbers. The numbers for each in-
crease in the Conventional Direction of
Buoyage. Numbers are kept in approxi-
mately sequence on both sides of the
channel by omitting numbers where
necessary.

(b) Only sidemarks are numbered.
However, aids other than those men-
tioned above may be lettered to assist

in their identification, or to indicate
their purpose. Sidemarks may carry
letters in addition to numbers to iden-
tify the first aid to navigation in a wa-
terway, or when new aids to navigation
are added to channels with previously
completed numerical sequences. Let-
ters on sidemarks will follow alphabet-
ical order from seaward and proceeding
toward the Conventional Direction of
Buoyage and will be added to numbers
as suffixes.

(c) Aids to navigation may be fitted
with light-reflecting material to in-
crease their visibility in darkness. The
colors of this material may convey the
same significance as the aid except
that letters and numbers may be white.

(d) Exceptions to the provisions of
this section will be found on the West-
ern Rivers System. See §62.51.

(e) The guidelines for the display of
numbers and letters on aids to naviga-
tion are identical for both Region A
and Region B; red aids to navigation
display even numbers, and green aids
display odd numbers.

[CGD 86–031, 52 FR 42640, Nov. 6, 1987, as
amended by CGD 88–018, 54 FR 48608, Nov. 24,
1989]

§ 62.45 Light characteristics.

(a) Lights on aids to navigation are
differentiated by color and rhythm.
Lighthouses and range lights may dis-
play distinctive light characteristics to
facilitate recognition. No special sig-
nificance should be attached to the
color or rhythm of such lights. Other
lighted aids to navigation employ light
characteristics to convey additional in-
formation.

(b) When proceeding in the Conven-
tional Direction of Buoyage, aids to
navigation, if lighted, display light
characteristics as follows:

(1) Green lights mark port (left) sides
of channels and locations of wrecks or
obstructions which are to be passed by
keeping these lights on the port (left)
hand of a vessel. Green lights are also
used on Preferred Channel Marks
where the topmost band is green.

(2) Red lights mark starboard (right)
sides of channels and locations of
wrecks or obstructions which are to be
passed by keeping these lights on the
starboard (right) hand of a vessel. Red
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